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Crayford Academy - Term Dates 
 

Please ensure holidays are not 
booked during term time  

 

Online School Calendar 
habscrayford.org.uk/Calendar  

 
Staff Contacts  

Crayford Academy - Contacting Staff 

 
Year 10 Information Evening   

Tues 15/09/2026 - 4 – 5pm 

Year 11 Information Evening  
Tues 15/09/2026 – 5-6pm 

Open Morning Tours  
Various dates available – see website 

Year 7 Habs Hall Visit – Group A 
Mon 05/10/2026  

Year 8 Parent Evening  
Tues 06/10/2026 – 4 -7pm 

UCAS Evening 
Tues 06/10/2026 - 4 -6pm 

Year 7 Habs Hall Visit – Group B 
Fri 09/10/2026 

 

Year 11 & 13 Mock Exams  
Mon 12/10/2026 – Fri 16/10/2026 

 

Deputation Day  
Tues 13/10/2026 

Year 7 – Year 11 Flu Vaccinations  
Thurs 15/10/2026 

Ski Trip to Iceland  
Fri 16/10/2026 – Tues 20/10/2026 

End of Term 1 
Fri 16/10/2026 (normal finish time)  

 

 

Parent & Student Newsletter  

 

2026 - 2027 ISSUE 1 

11 September 2026 

Dear Parents / Carers,  
Welcome Back 

It has been wonderful to welcome our students back to the 
Academy for the start of a new academic year. We hope that you 
and your families enjoyed a restful summer and that your child has 
made a positive start to the term.  
 
The new academic year brings fresh opportunities, new challenges 
and exciting possibilities, and we are looking forward to working 
closely with you to ensure that every student feels supported, 
achieves their potential and takes pride in their progress.  
We are grateful for your continued partnership and support as we 
work together to maintain our high expectations and create a 
positive, respectful and ambitious learning environment for all.  
 
Kind regards 
Kate Atwell - Vice Principal 

Follow events at the academy:  

Twitter @habscrayford   Instagram @HabsCrayford   

 
ParentPay - Please remember to check your child’s ParentPay 
balance before the start of each week and top up if needed.  
Our school operates a cashless canteen, so students need sufficient 
funds in their account to purchase food and drinks. If there are 
insufficient funds, students will be unable to make purchases. While 
we will support students where we can, contacting home to arrange 
a top-up can be time-consuming and is not always possible 
immediately due to staff availability. Why not set a weekly 
reminder to check and top up? A quick check helps ensure your 
child is ready for the week ahead. Thank you for your support!                                 
 
Mobile Free Environment - BLACKOUT APP 
Following our communication in regard to the updated Mobile 
phone policy, I would like to invite parents to watch the pre-
recorded webinar below which I hope will answer your questions. 
https://youtu.be/7TSKT5aPiNs 
If you have further queries, the following interactive webinars will 
be available to attend: 
KS3 - Thursday 17 September 2026 5pm - 6pm  
KS4 - Monday 21 September 2026 5pm - 6pm 
Links will be sent via email to parents. 
All students will be required to download and enable the Blackout 
App onto their mobile phones by Friday 18 September 2026.  
 
*Please see the document separately attached to the covering email 

called blackout education – General FAQ’s  

https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Parents/Term-Dates/
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Calendar/
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Parents/Contacting-Staff/
https://youtu.be/7TSKT5aPiNs


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Important Information 
Back to school: Supporting Mental Health and Wellbeing 
The start of a new school year can bring a mix of emotions for young 
people. While many feel excited, it is also completely normal for 
students to experience worry or anxiety about returning to school, 
new routines, or changing friendships. 
 
At Crayford, we are committed to supporting every student to feel 
safe, settled, and ready to learn. Establishing routines early – such as 
consistent bedtimes, preparing equipment the night before, and 
arriving on time – can make a big difference in reducing anxiety. 
We encourage open conversations at home.  
 
Taking time to listen and reassure your child can help them feel more 
confident about the school day ahead. If your child is feeling anxious, 
please let us know – we are here to work in partnership with you and 
provide support where needed. 
Together, we can ensure every student feels a sense of belonging and 
starts the year positively. 
  

Attendance Counts, Moments Matter   
Every day in school makes a difference. Strong attendance and punctuality are key to your child’s 
success – even missing a small amount of learning can quickly add up and impact progress, confidence, 
and friendships. Arriving on time ensures students are settled, ready to learn, and do not miss 
important instructions at the start of lessons. Late arrival can disrupt learning for both your child and 
others. 
If your child is unwell, unable to attend, or running late, it is essential that you inform the school as 
soon as possible. Clear communication helps us support your child effectively and ensures we can 
follow up appropriately on any concerns. 
By working together, we can ensure every student is in school, on time, and ready to succeed – 
because every lesson really does matter. 
 

To help us manage attendance efficiently, please DO NOT report any Attendance, Lates, or medical 
updates through Reception. For all attendance-related matters, please contact us directly using: 

📧 crayfordabsence@habstrustsouth.org.uk  

📞 01322 402180 – Option 1 
Where no reason is provided, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any student under 92% 
illness will be unauthorised unless medical evidence is given, 
Attendance. We know that coming to school every day makes a difference. That's why we are striving 
for 97% attendance in our schools. Students who are below 97% will be placed on attendance report to 
the tutor for 2 weeks, under 95% will be placed on attendance report to Mrs Lockey (Attendance 
Officer) for 4 weeks.  

mailto:crayfordabsence@habstrustsouth.org.uk


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Low attendance will result in a letter being sent home from 
the school. If there is no improvement, letter 2 will be sent. 
Following this if there is no further improvement a meeting 
with our Attendance Officer and parents will be scheduled 
and the final step is a referral to Education Welfare. 
 
Late to school: The school day begins at 8.30am; all students 
are expected to be in their form room when the second bell 
rings at 8.30am. Students arriving at school at 8.30am will 
receive a 30-minute detention at the end of the day. (Sixth 
formers receive a lunch time detention)  
Failure to attend a late detention – escalates to HUB detention 60mins the following day 
Failure to attend a HUB detention – escalates to CLT detention 90 mins the following day 
Failure to attend a CLT detention – escalates to Reflection Room for the day. 
Students are permitted up to three excused late arrivals per term, provided a parent or carer contacts 
the school with a valid reason for the lateness. Once these have been used, any further lateness will 
result in an automatic detention. 
Three or more lates in a single week will result in an automatic CLT Detention. 
Students who are persistently late will be placed on a Punctuality report and parents will be invited in 
for a meeting.  
Your support helps us ensure accurate and timely recording of student attendance.  
Thank you for working with us. 
Term time holidays  
Term time holidays have been increasing over the last number of years. Parents should make every 
effort to make sure that their child does not miss school due to holiday plans. Schools are not obliged 
to agree to you taking your child on holiday during term time. They are entitled to record such holidays 
as being an unauthorised absence. 
Leave of Absences, you will be required to complete a leave of absent form, the DFE states that leave 
of absence during term time should only be granted un exception circumstances. Any request for leave 
must be submitted in advance and approved by the Executive Principal 
 

Labelling Uniform Items - As we welcome our students back and our Year 
7’s to their first academic year with us, we appreciate the expense you have 
incurred in purchasing uniform, sports kit, and other essential items. Your 
children are dealing with many changes, and it is not unusual for them to 
mislay their personal items. To help us return lost property directly to their 
owner, please label all your child’s uniform items, including blazers and coats.  
 
Any items that are misplaced during the school day should make their way to 
Student Services. Please encourage your child to check for missing items at the 
end of the school day. Items that are named can be easily identified and 
returned to their owner.    



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating Success at the Academy Awards 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 8 July, Haberdashers’ Crayford Academy proudly hosted its annual Academy Awards Evening, one of 
the highlights of the school calendar. The event brought together students, families, staff, governors 
and distinguished guests to celebrate the outstanding achievements, hard work and positive 
contributions of our young people throughout the academic year.  

 
The Academy Awards provide an opportunity to recognise students 
who have demonstrated excellence in their learning, embodied our 
Academy values and made a significant impact on our school 
community.  
 
Awards were presented across a wide range of categories, 
celebrating academic achievement, leadership, creativity, character 
and service to others.  
 
From subject-specific awards to special honours such as the 
Kindness Award, Pride of Crayford Award and Executive Principal's 
Award, the evening showcased the breadth of talent and dedication 

that exists across our Academy community.  
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A particular highlight of the evening was an inspiring speech from our guest 
speaker, Joanna Addison, Global Sector Lead – Energy/Energy Transition, 
Linklaters LLP. Drawing on her experience of running a marathon in Sierra 
Leone in support of the charity Street Child, Joanna shared powerful 
reflections on the transformative power of education. She spoke about 
visiting remote schools in the jungle where children eagerly embraced 
learning despite having very few resources, reminding us all that education is 
not something to be taken for granted, but a gift that creates opportunity, 
hope and a brighter future. Joanna encouraged students to approach life's 
challenges with courage, resilience and determination, recounting how she 
overcame self-doubt and difficult conditions to complete her marathon. Her 
message resonated strongly with our students as she reminded them that success is not about never 
struggling, but about continuing to move forward, seeking support from others and believing in their 

own potential. She left students with a memorable challenge: to "find your marathon", embrace 
opportunities, use their education wisely and make a positive difference in the world. 
 
The ceremony also provided an opportunity to recognise our outgoing student leaders and welcome 
the next generation of student leadership, highlighting the strong culture of aspiration, service and 
belonging that exists across the Academy. Families joined us to share these special moments as 
students were celebrated for their dedication, perseverance and contribution to Academy life.   
 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to all award winners. Their achievements reflect not only 
individual effort but also the encouragement and support of families, staff and peers who help them 
thrive. We are incredibly proud of everything our students have accomplished this year and look 
forward to seeing their continued success in the years ahead.   

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the evening such a memorable celebration of 
excellence at Haberdashers’ Crayford Academy. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

🏃 Get Active This Term – PE Clubs  
We’re excited to offer a fantastic range of PE clubs 
this term, giving students plenty of opportunities 
to get active, try something new and have fun 
with their friends. 

Taking part in an extracurricular PE club is a great 
way for students to stay active, build confidence, 
develop new skills and teamwork, and enjoy 
being part of a team. Whether your child already 
loves sport or would simply like to try something 
different, there’s something for everyone. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming your child to our PE clubs and seeing them get involved, have fun 
and make the most of the opportunities on offer this term!  

Details of the clubs available and how to sign up can be found below. We encourage students to 
secure their place early, as some clubs may have limited spaces.  
Using the Arbor App  

• Open the Arbor App and log in.  

• Select the Activities section from the 
main menu.  

• Browse the list of available clubs and 
activities. 

• Select the club you would like to join.  

• Read the club details carefully, including 
dates, times, and any costs involved.  

• Click Register or Sign Up.  

• Confirm your selection. You should 
receive confirmation that your place has 
been booked. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Library Notices  
Welcome back to the library! 
A warm welcome to everyone as we begin another exciting year of 
reading, discovering and connecting in the Library! 
There will be plenty of exciting reading challenges, competitions, 
quizzes, and special Library activities throughout the year. This term, 
we’re excited to bring back our Book Club and launch our 
Haberdashers Trust South Librarian Book Awards. Whether you love 
reading or are looking to discover something new, there’s something 
for everyone! 
 Book Club 
Come along to share your favourite books, exchange ideas and meet 
other students who love stories. Everyone is welcome! Sign up on 
Arbor to join us on Wednesday, 23 September. 
Haberdashers Trust South Librarian Book Awards 
Voting is now open! Explore the longlist and choose your TOP 6. Have 
your say and help us decide this year’s winners! 
 
Have a question, a book recommendation or want to get involved? 
Contact the Librarian on:  crayfordlibrary@habstrustsouth.org.uk 

 
 
   Book of the Week   
 Please visit our WebApp for more 

details: https://uk.accessit.online/hbr01/  

https://form.jotform.com/261682590099367
https://form.jotform.com/261682590099367
mailto:on:crayfordlibrary@habstrustsouth.org.uk
https://uk.accessit.online/hbr01/


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SEND - Dear families, Welcome to the Autum term, we do hope you have all had an enjoyable 
Summer break. Building positive relationships with you all is an important part of the SEND process, 
and we value open communication. Whether your child already has identified special educational 
needs, or you have concerns that you would like to discuss, a reminder that we are keen to work in 
partnership with you. 
As expected, a calm and focused classroom environment is crucial to learning. We are aware students 
have specific sensory preferences they may have used over the Summer break. As part of our approach 
to creating a calm, focused and inclusive learning environment, we would like to share some 
information regarding our approach to sensory classroom support strategies: 

• Fidget toys are not permitted in school. While it is recognised that some pupils benefit from 
sensory support, fidget toys can often become a distraction both for the individual and for 
others in the classroom. 

• Blu-tac is the only approved focus tool that may be used in lessons for students with SEND. This 
provides a discreet and effective way for students to support their concentration when needed. 
Blu-tac can be stored discreetly in pencil cases. 

• For students with SEND, ear defenders or noise-reducing devices, such as Loop earplugs, may 
be brought into school from home and used where appropriate to help students manage 
sensory needs and maintain focus. 

• Natural movement breaks will be incorporated throughout the school day. Time out of the 
classroom environment will be minimal. Instead, opportunities for movement will occur within 
lessons as appropriate and during transitions between classrooms, ensuring students have 
opportunities to move and reset before continuing their learning. 

• Study Centre access can be provided to students who prefer a quieter environment during 
break and lunch times to support sensory needs.  

At Crayford Academy, we are committed to helping every child feel settled, supported and ready to 

succeed. We look forward to getting to know your child and working together to ensure they have a 
positive and successful experience at our school. 
 

Supporting Back to School Fears & Worries – NHS Approved – Lumi Nova 
As the summer holidays have drawn to a close, we know that the transition back to school can be a 
challenging time for many children and their families. Whether it's the excitement and nerves of 
starting a new school, moving up to a new class, or simply getting back into a routine, Lumi Nova is 
here to help students manage back-to-school anxiety and build the confidence they need for a 
successful academic year. 
You may already know about Lumi Nova, its available and free to access for families in Greenwich and 
Bexley MHST schools in partnership with Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust. Powered by science, backed by 
the NHS, Lumi Nova: Tales of Courage is a digital therapeutic mobile game supporting children to tackle 
childhood anxiety, fears and worries. Families can access Lumi Nova instantly via luminova.app/oxleas. 

To find out more visit luminova.app or join a Parent Information Webinar.  

about:blank
http://luminova.app/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lumi-nova-discovery-session-for-parents-tickets-705981388337?aff=ebdsoporgprofile


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bexley Voice – Emotionally Based 
School Avoidance 
Bexley Voice is an independent, parent 
led, registered charity supporting parent 
carers with children and young people 
with special educational needs and / or 
disabilities (SEND) who live in and/ or 
attend an educational setting in Bexley.   
 
Contact Information 
 
Email: admin@bexleyvoice.org.uk 
Telephone helpline: 07512 409 936 
(Term time only)  
 
Office address: 
Bexley Voice Office 
Learning & Enterprise College, 5 
Brampton Road, Bexleyheath,  
DA7 4EZ 
 

 
 
 
 
School Lockers - Lockers are now available for a charge of £5 for the duration of their time at the 

school. This can be managed through ParentPay. Students who wish to be allocated a locker, will need 

to secure the £5 payment and once confirmed by email, advise of their preferred locker location, 

supply their own padlock, which remains their responsibility for its use. Please remember to keep any 

spare keys at home.  
Safeguarding Our Children - As this is the first edition of the new term we are sharing again the 
topic of online safety. In this ever-evolving online world it is important that we know how to keep our 
children safe when online. Our children can be exposed to content that on social media that they may 
not understand and is often not appropriate for their age. The National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) offers clear guidance and advice of ways in which we can keep our children 
safe. Please remember to monitor your child’s phone regularly to ensure they are only accessing 
appropriate content.  
 
Support is offered on various apps including Snap chat TikTok and Instagram   
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sixth Form Community  
Dear Year 13, 
Welcome back! I’m looking forward to seeing you all tomorrow, ready to learn and make the most of 
your final year with us. 
I appreciate that the change to the uniform expectations, particularly the requirement for skirts to be 
knee-length, is different from last year, and I understand that change can sometimes feel frustrating. A 
student said something to me today that I think sums this up perfectly: “I don’t agree, but I 
understand.” That is exactly the approach I am asking from you this year. 
You may not always agree with every decision, but I do expect you to understand and respect that our 
business dress standards are being reinforced and consistently upheld this year. I really appreciate you 
working with me, rather than against me, so that we can maintain the high standards expected of Year 
13. 
A few reminders: 

• Your Sixth Form cards should give you access to the Sixth Form toilets upstairs. 
• The Year 13-only lecture theatre timetable will be confirmed by the end of the week. 
• Lesson time is for learning, so please make sure you are ready to engage fully in your lessons. 
• Thank you for keeping your phones out of sight. As a reminder, phones may only be used in 

the lecture theatre. We are a phone-free zone, but we have taken into consideration the fact 
that you are Sixth Form students and, in particular, Year 13. 

• Stay present in form time. No wandering the corridors. 
• Walk to the left calmly and quietly. 

Careers News - NHS 
We have a doctor and a nurse from the NHS visiting us next Monday morning during Periods 1 and 2. 
They will be running a workshop in the Main Hall. 
I know that some of you are interested in pursuing a career in medicine, nursing or healthcare, so this 
is a great opportunity to hear directly from professionals working in the NHS and find out more about 
the different career pathways available. 
If you are interested in attending, please let Miss Dodd know. 
This is a great opportunity to ask questions, gain an insight into working in healthcare and explore 
whether it could be the right pathway for you. 
Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us to maintain the high standards we expect from our 
Year 13 students.  
Miss Prior  
 
 
 
 
 
 


