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Dear Parents / Carers,
As we move through another busy and positive week in school, |
would like to remind all parents and carers that we are here to help.
If you have any questions, concerns, or need support with any
aspect of school life, please do not hesitate to get in touch with your
Pastoral wellbeing mentor or your child’s tutor so that we can work
together to support your child.

This week, we were also delighted to hold our first Student
Leadership meeting of the academic year, giving our students the
opportunity to share their ideas, take on responsibility and
contribute to the wider life of the school.

We have also been proud to welcome prospective families to our
successful open mornings, where our students and staff showcased
the warmth, ambition and community spirit of our school so well.

Kind regards
Kate Atwell - Vice Principal
Follow events at the academy:

Y

Twitter @habscrayford O Instagram @HabsCrayford
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Haberdashers’ Hall Trip — Group A — Mon 05/10/2026

This is year 7’s first formal visit to the head office of our sponsors
and it is important that our students represent themselves and the
school in the best possible way.

Please note that ALL students are expected to wear full school
uniform including blazers, for their visit to Haberdashers’ Hall.
Please can parents ensure that they have completed the consent
forms on Arbor.

=

ParentPay - Please remember to check your child’s ParentPay
balance before the start of each week and top up if needed.

Our school operates a cashless canteen, so students need sufficient
funds in their account to purchase food and drinks. If there are
insufficient funds, students will be unable to make purchases. While
we will support students where we can, contacting home to arrange
a top-up can be time-consuming and is not always possible
immediately due to staff availability. Why not set a weekly
reminder to check and top up? A quick check helps ensure your
child is ready for the week ahead. Thank you for your support!
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Crayford Academy - Term Dates

Please ensure holidays are not
booked during term time
Uniform Policy July 2026 .pdf
habscrayford.org.uk/Calendar
Crayford Academy - Contacting Staff

Year 7 Habs Hall Visit — Group A
Mon 05/10/2026

Year 8 Parent Evening
Tues 06/10/2026 — 4 -7pm

UCAS Evening
Tues 06/10/2026 - 4 -6pm

Year 7 Habs Hall Visit — Group B
Fri 09/10/2026

Year 11 & 13 Mock Exams
Mon 12/10/2026 — Fri 16/10/2026

Deputation Day
Tues 13/10/2026

Year 7 — Year 11 Flu Vaccinations
Thurs 15/10/2026

Ski Trip to Iceland
Fri 16/10/2026 — Tues 20/10/2026

End of Term 1
Fri 16/10/2026 (normal finish time — 3.15pm)

Autumn Break
Mon 19/10/2026 — Fri 30/10/2026

School closed to students
Mon 02/11/02026

Staff Inset Day
Mon 02/11/2026

All Students return
Tues 03/11/2026


https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Parents/Term-Dates/
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/docs/policies/Uniform_Policy__July_2026_.pdf
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Calendar/
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Parents/Contacting-Staff/
https://www.habscrayford.org.uk/Parents/Contacting-Staff/
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Year 7 Meet the Tutor evening

Thank you to all Year 7 parents and carers who joined us for our first attempt at using SchoolCloud for
our online Meet the Tutor evening. We hope the system worked smoothly for you and that you were
able to connect with your child’s tutor without any difficulties. As this was our first time using the
platform for this event, we really appreciate your patience and support as we continue to develop and
improve the online appointment experience for families.

Attendance Counts, Moments Matter

We have seen a decline in attendance recently, and we need your support to turn this around. Every
day in school gives students the chance to learn, see their friends and take part in the wider life of
Crayford Academy. Even a few missed days can make it harder to keep up. Please make sure your child
attends every day unless they are too unwell to come in and let us know promptly if they are absent. If
getting into school has become difficult, please contact your child’s Hub team. We will work with you to
help them return and attend regularly. Every student. Every day. To help us manage attendance
efficiently, please DO NOT report any Attendance, Lates, or medical updates through Reception.

For all attendance-related matters, please contact us directly using:
crayfordattendance@habstrustsouth.org.uk 01322 402180 — Option 1 Where no reason is provided,
the absence will be recorded as unauthorised. Any student under 92% illness will be unauthorised
unless medical evidence is given.

Our overall weekly attendance was 93.21%, and we continue to emphasise that every moment in
school truly matters.
Across our curriculum areas, attendance was as follows:
Active Science —92.49% - Creative Voice — 93.5%
Enterprise — 93.44% - World Studies — 93.01%
By year group, Year 7: 95.22%, Year 8: 93.47%, Year 9: 90.87%,
Year 10: 96.49%, Year 11: 91.16%, Year 12: 94.59% Year 13: 89.73%
Tutor of the week
WS6 - 99% & ET10 & WS10 95.2%
Thank you to families and students who continue to prioritise attendance—together, we keep
improving.

HUB Event — Pumpkin Carving Competition

J

4 p
Our annual Pumpkin Carving Event is fast approaching. @ @
Date: Tuesday 13 October 2026
Location: School canteen - Time: 15.15pm @) @ =
This is a very popular event, our students love showcasing their creativity and PUMPKIN
Halloween spirit, transforming ordinary pumpkins into extraordinary works of CARVING
art. From spooky faces and haunted houses to funny characters and intricate = COMPETITION =
designs, the imagination on display is always truly impressive. S i

@ Time -15:15
@ Locat S Canteen
H . . . — Bring your ampkin & carving kis =~
Please remember to bring your own pumpkin and carving kit. | ki JI



mailto:crayfordattendance@habstrustsouth.org.uk
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Exciting Opportunity

Charlton Athletic FC and Community Trust have a proud
tradition of promoting equality and tackling
discrimination and each season, they dedicate a home
fixture to celebrating diversity and promoting inclusion
—under the theme: All Different, All Together, All
Charlton.

We have been invited to take part in the parade and
attend the game after, where Charlton are hosting
Chelsea at The Valley.

If your child would like to attend and see some England
Lionesses in action, please fill out the Microsoft form.

Crayford Academy recognised by Youth Sport Trust
Congratulations to colleagues and students at Crayford Academy, whose work to develop girls'
confidence, leadership and engagement in physical activity is now being showcased nationally by the
Youth Sport Trust (YST) as an example of physical literacy in action.

YST has featured Crayford Academy's innovative Aspiring Girls programme as a case study within its
Physical Literacy Toolkit. Through a carefully planned series of activities focused on wellbeing,
teamwork, confidence-building, outdoor learning and leadership, students have developed the
motivation, confidence and skills to be active and thrive both in and beyond sport. A huge well done to
everyone involved in designing and delivering the programme, and to the students whose enthusiasm
and commitment have made it such a success.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/a8Pc6BSk8k
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PSHE - to support your teenager's mental BUILDING MENTAL WELLNESS

health, maintain open and honest IN TEENS

communication, validate their feelings, and

help them develop healthy coping ?r RN poss e Yo
mechanisms and routines. Encourage self- () what s happening [ dabiad
care, spending time together as a family, and SR oo e L E ]

setting healthy boundaries, while also @; deveiop postive i hoby or skl
prioritizing your own mental well-being by y > 1 e

Encourage healthy @

the positives in @
diet and exercise

themselves and those
around them =

ngl Teach coping skills Seek profess )
M for stress and difficult 2 l::;: &
Y situations

building a support network and seeking
professional help when needed.

Helping Your Child Find Their Voice:
The FASE Framework
At school, we are developing students’ speaking and listening through Doug Lemov’s FASE framework.
You can support this at home with simple talk routines.
¢ F-Fluent
Speak in complete sentences
Encourage: “Can you say that in a full sentence?”
Example: “The best part of my day was playing football at lunch.”
¢ A - Accountable
Listen and respond to others
Prompt: “What did your friend say? Do you agree or disagree?”
Sentence starters: “/ agree because...” | “l disagree because...”
¢ S -—Social
Build conversations together
Family chats: discuss a TV show, book, or news story.
Encourage questions back: “What do you think?” | “Can you tell me more?”
¢ E - Expressive
Use tone, gesture, and vocabulary
Read aloud with expression.
Praise “big word” use.
Retell stories dramatically with gestures.
Why It Matters
Strong speaking and listening skills help children:
e Gain confidence
e Succeed in lessons and exams
e Build friendships
e Prepare for future careers



Haberdashers'

Crayford Academy

Accessit= ipe Haherdasbers'

Library Notices e R e,
. . . : . DESIGN A 1,
Celebrating Dyslexia Awareness Week in the Library (5 to 11 “"one DYSLEXIA-FRIENDLY cKE“ e

October 2026) OK COVE MAKE RENCE

plFFE
To celebrate Dyslexia Awareness Week, the Library is inviting BO R .
all students to take part in our Design a Dyslexia-Friendly Book
Cover Competition. This exciting challenge encourages

~ ~_ WHAT’'S IT ABOUT? \
= Raise awareness of how design impacts accessibility. N
’ > Learn what makes text easier to read for people with dyslexia -

and redesign a book cover to reflect it!

studen.ts to explore hovy design c.an m?ke readmg more. ST ’
accessible for people with dyslexia while unleashing their CHOOSEABOOK | ey N
creativity. it rios A B £
: Bold;‘high-c‘onwtirasl ;::lo:vsaz?:oid black on white) Me
. :i:\e:ge::yt?\:l su(:pgnsdths boos‘s theme GROE:;‘;S
Choose a favourite book, redesign its cover using dyslexia- (3 Sl o redesgne A bok cover - Pard eawn o ol - 2::;\6‘;?252
. . . . . to the library desk or via email
friendly design principles, and submit your entry for the chance ’ g
. - . Z PRIZES > £ —
to win one of three awards: the Accessibility Award, Creative . A
@,
Vision Awa rd’ or Accus:Jlny.Award Creative Vision Award Storytelling Award
Awarded for the most Awarded for the mos( Awarded for (he cover lh-lt
dyslexia-friendly design, original and i best
readability an.d inclusive design. z SHihe el ‘Mﬂw:{'::':s’ S
Storytelling Award. To support students, the library has TN SR e O
expanded its collection of HiLo (High Interest, Low Reading 6th November et

Level) dyslexia-friendly books. These engaging and accessible

titles are available to borrow and can be explored via our

curated reading list
https://uk.accessit.online/hbr01/?serviceld=ExternalEvent&rISn=9&rIKey=1916687031

All entries will be displayed in the library, and staff and students will vote for their favourites. Entries
must be submitted by 6th November 2026. Join us in raising awareness of dyslexia and celebrating the
power of inclusive design.

Different minds. Brighter books.

Book of the Week

Svan Sm?.

By Gill LEWIS

Please visit our WebApp for more

Dylan is struggling. Since he started high school, everything .
has become too much to handle. Now he's been expelled and is d eta | IS:
forced to move to the tiny village in Wales where his grandad . .
lives. But when Grandad invites Dylan out on his boat to watch httpS//U k.accessit.onlin e/h brO 1/
the Whooper swans return to their winter feeding ground,
things begin to change.

Grandad doesn't judge or question; he just lets Dylan be. Out AR H ave a q u eStIO nl a bOO k recommen d atlo n
on the water, with no distractions or pressure, Dylan begins to Y or Want tO get Involved ? Contact the

feel like himself again. But when the swans and their home are
threatened, and tragedy strikes at home, can Dylan keep going LI b ra ri anon:

when it feels like everything is slipping out of control again?
GILL LEWIS crayfordlibrary@habstrustsouth.org.uk

“An outstanding novella exploring the impact of anxiety and depression, and the redemptive power of nature' -
-The Bookseller
“Small, taut, but perfectly formed full of joy and the drift of great wingbeats' imogen russell wiliams



https://uk.accessit.online/hbr01/?serviceId=ExternalEvent&rlSn=9&rlKey=1916687031
https://uk.accessit.online/hbr01/
mailto:crayfordlibrary@habstrustsouth.org.uk
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SEND - Bexley Voice: Send Parent and Carer Support Service
Special Educational Needs Support Workshop
Tuesday 06 October 2026 - 10:00 to 12:00
Location: The Danson Youth Centre
Brampton Road
Bexleyheath
DA7 4EZ
This workshop is for parents and carers wanting to find out more about what support is available for
their child or young person. The workshop will aim to explain:
e What Special Educational Needs (SEN) support is
e What the Quality First Teaching Toolkit is and how to utilise the toolkit effectively in meetings
e Where you can seek information on your legal rights at SEN support level and the terminology
used
The workshop will be delivered by members of the Bexley Voice Team.
Booking Link: Special Education Needs (SEN) Support Workshop Booking Form

)‘& ﬁE“X"E‘E‘q www.bexley.gov.uk

EBSA Support Group

Does your child struggle with emotionally
based school avoidance?

If so, there is support available.

Please see below for a parent/carer EBSA
support workshop available in October.

Emotional Based School Avoidance (EBSA)

Parent/ Carer Workshop

MHST Webinar — Understanding Autism
Wednesday 14 October 2026

Time —13.00 - 14.30

Topics to be covered-

Characteristics of autism

Autistic culture

Autism & mental health

Understanding / strategies to support autistic

cognition
Understanding differences in emotions Date and Time: 15th October 2026 10am -1pm
Masking
Stimmi ng Location: Best Start in Life Hub Learning and Enterprise College Bexley (DA7 4EZ)
Autistic strengths
This is an opportunity to learn about Emotionally Based School Avoidance and the approach used to
understanding this and supporting children and young people in Bexley, We will cover areas such as
At the end Of th iS ed ition, you W| ” fl nd details wh'al EBSA s, why (hlk"!cﬂ Lj)(U‘:llCﬂ(L' EBlSA. undur?tandz.m; alnxwhi. links \,‘”'th n-_-uroc.iivcrgcn(c and
support strategies. We will also be covering in more detail our understanding of entrenched EBSA.
of how to sign up for this event from Bexley
This is a learning experience for parents/carers who are looking to understand more about EBSA and
M HST. is separate from the parent EBSA support group. Please note this session is not suitable for

children/young people to attend


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=HJubGIffOEWen1It4Ye4v2uQZCJ82v1PivTuf0LHu91URVJMTzAxR0NDR1AyTElYQjhRU0ZMTEozMCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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Sixth Form Community

Shoutouts @ A special mention to some of our wonderful Sixth Form
students who recently supported our Reprographics Department. They
were impressive, enthusiastic and incredibly focused, approaching their
tasks with maturity and a fantastic work ethic.

Their willingness to lend a hand and contribute to the wider life of the
school is a wonderful example of community spirit, responsibility and
teamwork. They were polite, helpful and a real credit to themselves and
the Sixth Form.

Thank you to our students for showing such a positive attitude and
demonstrating that being part of our school community means looking
out for others and getting involved. We are very proud of you!

Wellbeing Corner 3

You are what you eat!!! Food is fuel

Everybody knows there is only so much you can do in a day (if you want a full night's
sleep, that is). There are not enough hours to get ready, go to school, revise, relax,
spend time with friends and family, have hobbies and a part-time job and a social life,
the list goes on. Meals are a super simple way to divide your day into three chunks of
responsibility whilst making sure you have something to eat in between all this.

But especially at school, waking up early in the morning and making both breakfast and a balanced
lunch for the day, or spending absurd amounts of money on shop-bought meal deals, can seem
impossible. They take too long to make and too long to eat when you could just snack at home. But
there are loopholes to make sure you're getting your time back and looking after yourself especially in
the face of new courses, assessments and dreaded mock season yet again.

e Meal prepping on a Sunday evening for the rest of the week could save you energy for
working otherwise. It's often not about when you eat, but when you make it. Overnight oats or
breakfast sandwiches for a morning start are quick and easy.

e All the talk about processed fats and heavy carbohydrates and sugars (that have been drilled
into you since what seems like forever) give you short-term bursts of energy that won't last and
will leave your stomach rumbling in lesson or exam, which is possibly one of the most
embarrassing feelings on Earth.

e Longterm consumption of these grazing snacks, crisps and sweets, can affect your long-term
memory and storage of what you are being taught in lesson. So, for your own effectiveness,
three square meals could help you recall easier.

e Even eating too much as well as eating too little can cause you to crash out later and exhaust
you when you need to be listening most. So, it's good to understand your own hunger cues and
the feeling of being "comfortably full" meaning it's time to stop.
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MHST WEBINAR

UNDERSTANDING
AUTISM

The webinar will include the following:

Characteristics of autism

Autistic culture

Autism and mental health
Understanding and strategies to support
autistic cognition (monotropism)
Understanding differences in emotions
(alexythimia)

Masking

Stimming

Autistic strengths

DATE: WEDNESDAY 14™ OCTOBER
TIME: 13:00-14:30
SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO SIGN UP

« care
)

matters




