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28 September 2026  
  
 

Dear Parent/Carer  

 

Year 7 Assessments, Term 1 

 

It has been an absolute pleasure welcoming Year 7 students into the Crayford family, and it is fantastic to see that 
they have quickly settled into lessons and routines. 
 
It can sometimes be overwhelming for students and parents to navigate the different ways of Secondary School. I 
know that you may have already received communication about various assessments that are coming up, and I 
wanted to give you an overview of what is happening and how we will use the information from these 
assessments to support your child. 
 
Firstly, I want to assure you that these are nothing to worry about. They are not external assessments like the 
SATs, rather they are set by the school and used by your child’s teacher to get a comprehensive understanding of 
where your child is in the curriculum. We can then use this to ensure that lessons are tailored to the correct level 
to support and challenge your child’s development. 
 
There is no need for revision or specific preparation, although we would always encourage continued 
independent study and I’ve added some advice for supporting your child with this at the end of the letter. 
 
All assessments will take place during the normal school day. 
 
We do not report specifically on the outcomes of these baseline assessments to parents as there are no pass/fail 
outcomes. Please be assured that we will contact families if the assessments indicate that there is additional 
support that your child needs. 
 
In addition, I want to stress the importance of daily attendance and for students to apply themselves fully in these 
assessments. By attending every day and giving their best effort, students will help us to gain the clearest picture 
of their abilities. A positive approach to the assessments also builds resilience and instils good habits for future 
assessments, when effort and focus make all the difference.  
 
 

Assessment Details Date  Location 

CAT4 

The Cat's test is a test used by many secondary schools to 
get a standardised score for students on entry to secondary 
school. This allows us to ensure that they are given the 
most appropriate support 
for their education. The paper is designed to assess a pupil’s 
ability in three different areas: 
• verbal (thinking with words) 
• quantitative (thinking with numbers) 
• non-verbal (thinking with shapes and space) 
CATs are used to give a snapshot of a child's potential, what 
they could achieve and how they learn best. The results can 
help teachers to set the right learning pace for each child, 
monitor their progress and identify areas where they might 
need extra support. 

Wednesday, 
30 September  

Sports Hall 
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Writing 
Stylus 
Assessment 

Students will complete a piece of writing in their English 
lesson which will then be uploaded to the Stylus platform. 
We receive feedback on the strengths and areas for 
development of individuals and the group. Learning is 
adapted based on this feedback. The focus is on the quality 
of students’ use of vocabulary, sentence structure and 
overall organisation, as well as their ability to 
use techniques for effect. 

Will be 
completed 
before half 
term 

In English 
lessons 

 
There are some simple things that you can do or direct your child to do to build strong learning habits generally: 
 

1. Encourage regular reading (15–20 mins daily) – builds vocabulary, strengthens comprehension, and 
supports success across all subjects. They will get weekly Bedrock homework, and this is a minimum 
expectation. The more they practice this, the stronger their reading and literacy skills will become.  

 
2. Talk about their learning each day – helps them consolidate knowledge and develop confidence in 

explaining ideas. 
 

3. Establish good routines (homework, bedtime, organisation) – promotes independence, focus, and better 
wellbeing. 

 
4. Support with homework (checking, not doing) – encourages responsibility and ensures tasks are 

completed to a high standard. 
 

5. Promote use of planners/timetables – builds organisation and time-management skills. 
 

6. Limit screen time before bed – improves sleep quality, which supports attention and learning.  
 

7. Encourage participation in clubs/activities – develops social skills, resilience, and wider interests. 
 

8. Praise effort, not just results – fosters motivation, resilience, and a growth mindset. 
 
We are very proud of how well year 7 have begun their journey with us, and we look forward to seeing them 
continue to grow in confidence, resilience, and independence. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in helping your child settle into secondary school life so positively. Working 
together, we can ensure that every child makes the very best start to their time at Crayford. 
 
If you have any questions, you are welcome to email me: k.dowling@habstrustsouth.org.uk    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs K Dowling  
Vice Principal, Quality of Education 
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