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KS5 Sociology Curriculum Overview  

 
Curriculum Intent 

Students at Haberdashers' Crayford Academy who study A-Level Sociology study the AQA course because it gives a firm grounding in all key areas of sociology. Students study 
Sociological Theories and Research Methods, Family and the Media in Year 12. In Year 13 they study Crime and Deviance and Education. Throughout the course they are learn 
the key sociological concepts of Marxism, Feminism, Pluralism and Functionalism and will read the work of around 30 key sociologists (which are required in the specification). 
The examination is mainly essay based with around 50% of marks being for extended answers. 

 

 

  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
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Topic:  
Research Methods 

Topic:  
Sociological 
Concepts/Family 

Topic:  
Family 
Education 
 

Topic:  
Education 
Media  

Topic:  
Media/Revision for 
Mock Exams 
 

Topic:  
 Revision 

Key Knowledge: 

• Research methods 
used by sociologists 

• The difference 
between 
interpretivism and 
positivism 

• How to assess the 
reliability and validity 
of research 

Key Knowledge 

• Debates within 
sociology including 
conflict versus 
consensus 

• How sociological 
knowledge and ideas 
change over time and 
how these ideas 
inform our 
understanding of the 
social world 

Key Knowledge: 

• How family life has 
changed in the UK 

• How different 
sociological 
perspectives view 
family 

• How societal and 
political changes 
have affected 
families 

• How the education 
system has changed 
since 1944 

• Key policies that 
have reformed 
education such as 

Key Knowledge: 

• How the education 
system has changed 
since 1944 

• Key policies that 
have reformed 
education such as 
the 1988 education 
reform act 

• Sociological 
perspectives on 
Education How the 
media has changed 
and the differences 
between old and 
new media 

Key Knowledge: 

• As previous + 

• Revision of research 
methods and 
concepts 
(interleaving) 

• Examination practice 
and essay technique 
in preparation for 
mock exams. 

Key Knowledge: 

• Research methods 
used by sociologists 

• The difference 
between 
interpretivism and 
positivism 

• How to assess the 
reliability and validity 
of research 
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  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

the 1988 education 
reform act 

• Sociological 
perspectives on 
Education 

• Sociological 
perspectives on the 
media 

• How ownership and 
control affect what 
is presented 

Key Skills 

• Analysis 

• Description 

Key Skills 

• Explanation 

• Evaluation 

Key Skills 

• Essay Technique 

Key Skills 

• Examination 
technique and time 
management 
 

Key Skills 

• Revision strategies 

Key Skills 

• Analysis 

• Description 

Ye
ar

 1
3 

Topic:  
Crime and Deviance 

Topic:  
Crime and Deviance/ 
Media 

Topic:  
Theory and Methods 

Topic:  
Education/ Revision for 
examinations 

Topic:  
Final Examinations 
approx. June 

Topic:  
NA 

Key Knowledge: 

• How crime is 
measured and 
recorded, and why 
these statistics may 
not be reliable 

• Sociological 
perspectives on the 
causes of crime 

• Why some groups 
commit more crime 
than others 

Key Knowledge: 

• As previous 

• Should mock exams be 
in December then use 
remaining time in 
term 2 to revise and 
begin teaching Theory 
and Methods in term 
3. 

Key Knowledge: 

• Key theories: 
Marxism, 
functionalism, 
feminism, Social 
Interaction 

• Key sociological 
debates 

• Researching and 
policy making for 
social research 

Key Knowledge: 

• Revision strategies 
and how to prepare 
for exams 

• Examination practice 

• Walking through 
examination 
questions in class 

Key Knowledge: 

• As previous 

 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 

• Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 

• Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 

• Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 

• Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Revision strategies 

• How to prepare for 
exams 
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