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KS4 Sociology Curriculum Overview  

 
Curriculum Intent 

Students at Haberdashers' Crayford Academy who study GCSE Sociology study the AQA course because it gives a firm grounding in all key areas of sociology. Students research 
methods, family and education in Year 10. In Year 11 they study crime and deviance and social stratification. Throughout the course they are learn the key sociological 
concepts of Marxism, Feminism and Functionalism and will read the work of around 30 key sociologists (which are required in the specification). The examination is mainly 
essay based with around 50% of marks being for extended answers. 

How is this curriculum assessed at Crayford Academy? Cross Curricular Links 
How this prepares students for their next stage of 

education/employment 

Exam board: AQA 
 
Paper 1: The sociology of Family and Education (lhr 45 mires) 
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance & Social 
Stratification.  (lhr 45 mins) Coursework: No 
 
Link: https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-
8192  
 
Progress sessions: 
From January of Year 11 
 
Revision Links: 
https://revisesociology.com/  
Recommended revision guide: click HERE  

Sociology has overlap with several 
subjects: 

• Science (scientific research 
method) 

• Health and social care (theories 
of social stratification) 

• RS/Psychology/Philosophy 
(insights into human behaviour) 

 
 

Sociology is an academic discipline which supports students in 
developing their oral and written communication skills. Those 
studying the GCSE are well prepared for the A level course in 
sociology or other related disciplines. The understanding and 
insight into human behaviour will benefit those considering 
apprenticeships in health and social care or careers in social 
work journalism or teaching to name a few. 
 

Enrichment Opportunities Resources/Materials to Support Learning 

Students will normally be given the 
opportunity to attend revision 
conferences where notable sociologists 
and research's deliver subject 
knowledge enhancement sessions. 

Please take care that any resources 
used/purchased support the AQA specification 

AQA GCSE 9-1 Text book — available here 
Recommended revision guide: here 
Practise papers availible form the AQA website here: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology- 

8192/assessment-resources 
 

 

 

https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192
https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192
https://revisesociology.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Sociology-Revision-Practice-Collins/dp/0008227454/ref=asc_df_0008227454/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310977458808&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6523231629750651965&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9044987&hvtargid=pla-565384756076&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-
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  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
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Topic:  
Research Methods 

Topic:  
Sociological 
Concepts/Family 

Topic:  
Family 

Topic:  
Family/Education 

Topic:  
Education/Revision for 
Mock Exams 
 

Topic:  
Research Methods 

Key Knowledge: 
• Research methods 

used by sociologists 

• The difference 
between 
interpretivism and 
positivism 

• How to assess the 
reliability and validity 
of research 

Key Knowledge 
• Debates within 

sociology 
including conflict 
versus consensus how 
sociological 
knowledge and ideas 
change over time and 
how these ideas 
inform our 
understanding of the 
social world 
 

Key Knowledge: 
• How family life has 

changed in the UK 

• How different 
sociological 
perspectives view 
family 

• How societal and 
political changes have 
affected families 

Key Knowledge: 
• How the education 

system has changed 
since 1944 

• Key policies that have 
reformed education 
such as the 1988 
education reform act 

• Sociological 
perspectives on 
Education 

Key Knowledge: 
• As previous 

• Revision of research 
methods and concepts 
(interleaving) 
Examination practice 
and essay technique in 
preparation for mock 
exams. 

Key Knowledge: 
• Research methods 

used by sociologists 

• The difference 
between 
interpretivism and 
positivism 

• How to assess the 
reliability and validity 
of research 

Key Skills 
• Analysis 

• Description 

Key Skills 
• Explanation 

• Evaluation 

Key Skills 
• Essay Technique 

Key Skills 
• Examination 

technique and 
time management 

Key Skills 
• Revision strategies 

Key Skills 
• Analysis 

• Description 

Assessment:  
Research Methods 

Assessment:  
N/A 

Assessment:  
Paper 1 

Assessment:  
N/A 

Assessment:  
Mock Examination Paper 
1 (Family and Education) 

Assessment:  
Research Methods 
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Topic:  
Crime and Deviance 

Topic:  
Crime and Deviance / 
Social Stratification 

Topic:  
Social Stratification 

Topic:  
Social Stratification / 
Revision for exams  

Topic:  
Final exams  
(approx. May) 

Topic:  
NA 

Key Knowledge: 

• How crime is 
measured and 
recorded, and why 
these statistics may 
not be reliable 

Key Knowledge: 

• As previous 

• Should mock exams be 
in December then use 
remaining time in 
term 2 to revise and 

Key Knowledge: 

• How society is 
stratified 

• Sociological 
explanations for 
social stratification 

Key Knowledge: 

• Revision strategies 
and how to prepare 
for exams 

• Examination practice 
Walking through 

Key Knowledge:  

• As previous 
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  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

• Sociological 
perspectives on the 
causes of crime 

• Why some groups 
commit more crime 
than others 

begin teaching social 
stratification in term 3. 

• How power is 
distributed in society  

• Evaluating why some 
groups have more 
power than others 

examination 
questions in class 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 
Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 
Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 
Identification 

Key Skills: 

• Essay technique 

• Analysis 

• Evaluation 

• Description 
Identification 

Key Skills: 
• Revision strategies  
• How to prepare for 

exams 

 

Assessment:  
N/A 

Assessment: 
Paper 1 mock 
50% paper 2 mock 
(Crime) 

Assessment:  
Paper 2 mock 

Assessment:  
Bespoke exam practise 

Assessment:  
Final GCSE Exams 

Assessment:  
N/A 

 


